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The reader will no doubt have observed that the
political organization of Wurtemberg is very far from
liberal, even if judged by German standards, and yet
the actual policy of the government has been by no
means unprogressive.1 The cause of this paradox is
to be found in the character of the people, for there
is no party in the state that can properly be called
reactionary, but there is a powerful body of radicals,
imbued with French ideas, who have repeatedly de-
manded a single representative chamber elected by uni-
versal suffrage, and it is chiefly a dread of the extreme
principles of these men that has prevented any revi-
sion of the existing constitution. The result is that,
while the undemocratic forms have been retained, the
country has been ruled by a ministry of moderate pro-
gressive views supported by the Conservatives and
National Liberals. This condition has lasted many
years, for the present head of the cabinet, von Mitt-
nacht, has held a portfolio continuously since 1867,
and has had no serious difficulty with the Assem-
bly since the war with France in 1870. Two things
about the political history of Wurtemberg are especially
noteworthy. The first is that, as in the other South
German States, politics turn to a great extent on
imperial questions, interpellations and motions being
constantly made in regard to the instructions of the
delegates to the Bundesrath. The second is that,
unlike Bavaria, but like most other continental states,
the deputies are divided not into two great parties,

account of the recent political history of Wurtemberg may be
found in Unsere Zeit for 1869, 1875, 1883, and 1891.